
UK Transplant

The NHS Organ Donor 
Register (ODR) –
a 10 year review

All figures relate to 6 October 2004, the 10th anniversary
Total number registered on the ODR each year after
the start
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• 11.6 million after 10 years

Age at registration onto the ODR, by gender
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• 54% female, 46% male

• most common age to join is late teens

Ethnicity of registrants on the ODR compared with the
UK population
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Note:  Ethnic origin is only recorded for 4% of the ODR registrants.

• ethnic minorities are under-represented on the ODR

‘Organ’ specified for non-donation for those on the
ODR setting restrictions*
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* 88% indicated no restrictions

• corneas specified most often for non-donation
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Proportion of population registered on 
the ODR by former NHS region

• Scotland and South-west are ‘kindest’

• 19.7% for all UK

Route through which registrants join the
ODR
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* includes the Organ Donor telephone line (ODL) –

0845 60 60 400

** www.uktransplant.org.uk

ODR – background and use

• Register of people wishing to donate 
organs on their death (including which 
organs)

• Established in October 1994

• Complemented by the Donor Card

• Accessible by coordinators etc – eases 
donation process 

• Useful for raising awareness of donation

• Useful for directing and evaluating
campaigns

• 23% of actual donors were registered on 
the ODR
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